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Encounters with Israelis activity 

 
 
Introduction 
 
Jewish-Israeli society is made up of diverse groups with widely varying beliefs, opinions             
and lifestyles. One of the goals of the Pluralism and Peoplehood module is to bring the                
participants into contact with some of these groups and to help them understand the              
pluralistic nature of Israeli society and the diverse expressions of what it means to be               
Jewish in Israel. 
 
In this unit, participants will have the opportunity to explore the relationship between two              
or more sectors of Israeli society. Rather than staging a classic “panel debate” the              
representatives will be encouraged to focus on their perceptions of, and relationships            
with, the other.  
 
 
 
Aims 

 
To facilitate an encounter between the group and representatives of two or more             
sectors of Israeli-Jewish society 
To help the participants to begin understanding the pluralistic-diverse nature of           
contemporary Jewry 
To explore the kinds of relationships that exist between different groups; are they             
consensual, conflictual, harmonious, accepting, intolerant, etc.? 
To enable the participants identify with the representatives and their responses, and            
to learn from them for their own lives 
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Setting up the encounter 
 
When setting up the Encounter and briefing the representatives, it is important to bear in               
mind the following points: 
 

The representatives should be briefed on the nature of the group and on the subject 
matter of the Pluralism and Peoplehood module. 

 
The Encounter should be carried out at an appropriate juncture in the programme, 
for example, as part of a siyur on the issue of Pluralism and Peoplehood.  Ideally, 
the meeting should be held in an appropriate place that is connected to the 
representatives.  For example, an Encounter with representatives of Orthodox and 
Reform speakers could be held in a local synagogue.  

 
 
 
Time and space required 
 
The Encounter should be held in a room that comfortably holds the entire group. There               
should be enough space for them to split up and work in small groups. 
 
The activity requires 2 hours in total, to be divided as follows: 30 minutes – preparing                
the group (this stage is vital and should not be overlooked); 1 hour – the encounter                
itself; 30 minutes – processing time (this can be carried out later on the same day, not                 
necessarily immediately after the Encounter). 
 
 
 
Materials needed 
 
Large sheet of paper and marker pen / board and chalk or marker 
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Activity outline 
 
Preparing the group (30 mins) 
 
The goal of the preparatory session is to give the participants some background on the               
representatives they are going to meet, to stimulate them to think about the issues at               
stake and to enable them to formulate questions for the representatives. 
 
 
1. Background and context 
 
Using the background materials provided, the facilitator briefly gives some background           
on: 
 

the groups in Israeli society which today’s speakers represent,  
the issues that are important to them; on what do they disagree? 

 
There is no need to give too much historical or sociological information. The goal is to                
provide the context that will enable to participants to understand what the            
representatives have to say. 
 
 
b. Brainstorm questions 
 
Each participant is asked to think of one question that they would like to ask the                
representatives about themselves, their beliefs, and their views about Judaism or Israeli            
society. After one or two minutes’ thinking time, the facilitator asks the participants to              
brainstorm their questions. The questions should be written up on a board or on a large                
sheet of paper. 
 
 
2. The Encounter (1 hour) 
 
The Encounter itself takes the form of a participative panel discussion between the             
representatives and the group. However, rather than focusing on the beliefs and            
opinions of the groups represented, the subject of discussion is what they think of each               
other and what their attitudes are to coexistence. 
 
The facilitator’s job is to chair the discussion, encouraging the representatives to talk             
about the issue at hand (rather than simply talking about themselves), keeping the             
responses short, and encouraging the group members to participate themselves. 
 
The following are suggested questions to be directed at the representatives: 
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Introduce yourself and the group you represent 
What issues does your group feel strongly about in Israeli society? 
How do you feel about the other representative(s), their views and actions in             
society? 
If you were the other representative(s), what would you be most proud of? 
What are you critical of in your own approach? 
In what ways would you like to cooperate or work together with the other group(s)               
represented here? 
What are your red lines – in what ways can you not work together? 
Do you want to convert other Israelis to your point of view?  Why or why not? 

 
 
3. Process session  
 
The process session, which can be held later the same day, is an opportunity for               
participants to give voice to thoughts and feelings that the Encounter provoked.            
It should be very open in order to allow the group itself to determine the direction                
for discussion. 
 
 
Ideas for starting the discussion 
 

What was one question that you wanted to ask but didn’t? 
What feeling did the Encounter leave you with?  Why? 
One positive thought and one negative one triggered off by the Encounter 
A change in your understanding of Judaism or Israel 

 
The session can be conducted by going around the group, letting each person speak, or               
alternatively as an open discussion, chaired by the facilitator. Either way, it is important              
to encourage the group to ask each other questions and respond to what others have               
said. 
 
To conclude, the facilitator should sum up some of the important insights that group              
members reached about the issue of pluralism in Israel. 
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